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Burnie Works has a close partnership with the University of Tasmania across a number of areas. This 

includes the development of micro-credentialled courses to support the collection of community 

knowledge, participation in community research programs such as CAPITOL and working with the 

Cradle Coast regional campus to provide learning opportunities and to build the aspiration of our 

young people. 

Of key importance to Burnie Works, and to the north-west region more broadly, is the strategic focus 

of the University of Tasmania on “place” and on regional engagement more specifically.  This strategic 

direction is demonstrated through the new West Park campus development, as well as the expansion 

of full course offerings into the region. It is also demonstrated in the community engagement work 

undertaken across the region, along with the continuing investment in the Tasmanian Institute of 

Agriculture and Rural Clinical School, and the support for the West Coast Study Hub and Circular Head 

Study Centre. 

It would be true to say that the University of Tasmania has never been more engaged with the north-

west region in its entire history, and it is vital that this continues to ensure the future growth and 

prosperity of our place. 

For Burnie Works we believe this strategic focus will create significant national and international 

opportunities for our state, as place-making and regional development becomes more and more the 

way in which the world understands itself, and as the global community responds to the complex 

social, economic and environmental challenges that exist.   

While the Act should promote academic freedom, independence, and autonomy, it should also ensure 

that academic resources are applied to the benefit of our state, and in a way that ensures the 

sustainability of the University’s mission. For that reason, we would support any strategy that ensures 

academic research is prioritised to those areas that will build the capacity and capabilities of our State 

and regions, and to ensure that courses are made even more accessible to regional communities. We 

also support the continued allocation of resources to ensure consistent and continuing engagement 

with regional and disadvantaged communities. 
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